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     For the first time in SEMO Electric

Cooperative's history, we have sustained

more than 16,000 active electric services

for nearly one year and we have more

than 9,000 active GoSEMO Fiber

broadband services. That's a total of

25,000 active essential services in the

Cooperative's six county area - Bollinger

County, Cape Girardeau County,

Mississippi County, New Madrid County,

Scott County and Stoddard County - in

southeast Missouri. 

     Team SEMO, the employees that

represent SEMO Electric and GoSEMO, is

proud to work - safely - 24/7/365 to

provide essential services to you 

because you deserve safe and reliable

electricity and fast and affordable

internet. Making your life better is our

mission. 

  I am proud of Team SEMO for taking

care of you, for holding mobile food

banks, helping other electric cooperatives

restore power after severe weather in

Alabama, Louisiana and Missouri, for

paying it forward to share broadband best

practices with other cooperatives in many

states, hosting Missouri Governor Mike

Parson at our Sikeston office, continuing

to learn about diversity and inclusion and

keeping the lights on and the fiber flowing

during Polar Vortex 2021.    

     We are humbled by the support of our

members and subscribers and we look

forward to more growth. Let's keep

pushing forward - together.  

Sean J. Vanslyke

CEO and General Manager

sean@gosemo.com - (573) 703-7694 

G R O W T H  S T R A T E G Y P A G E  0 2

W H E R E  W E  A R E  N O W
We are at the highest point since our beginning in 1938. Congratulations to everyone!

Did you know people risk losing out on family connections, learning, earning a living and

shopping and entertainment opportunities if they don't have electricity and broadband

services? Live life to its fullest with safe, reliable and affordable electricity and broadband

services. You matter! We serve homes, farms, churches, schools and small and large

commercial businesses to make people's lives better with juice and fiber. 



     SEMO Electric Cooperative’s Board of Directors are member-owners who are elected to three-year terms at the

Cooperative’s annual meeting in May, which is open to all member-owners. Current directors include: President Rick

Faulkner, Vice President John Bledsoe, Secretary/Treasurer Tim Coppage, Assistant Secretary/Treasurer James Deneke,

Hamil Corse, Butch Dirnberger, Carl Eftink, Dennis Fowler, Dicky Hanor, Myron Hawes, Keith Haynes and Carla

Moore. These individuals are active community leaders representing the needs of their local constituents. The Board is

responsible for establishing policies, seeing initiatives through and approving items such as work plans and the financial

budget. The Cooperative’s bylaws (gosemo.com/bylaws) contain exact details about director qualifications and the

election process. The Board meets at least 12 times per year for official business. 

     On a regular basis, the Board invites guest speakers, such as Advance R-IV School District's Eric Shrum (below -

standing). He told the Board that SEMO Electric's GoSEMO Fiber "has been a huge factor” to help reach students and the

public during Covid-19 and he appreciates the Cooperative's forward-looking approach by building a broadband

network. In March 2021, GoSEMO was presented the Missouri Association of School Administrators Southeast District's

Friend of Education Award for its contributions to improve public schools by working with school districts to provide

broadband for families in need.  
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Group photo taken prior to pandemic. 

$0.08798
RESIDENTIAL RATE PER KWH

SAME SINCE JANUARY 2013

 



     What comes to mind first when you

think about SEMO Electric Cooperative?

Your monthly electric bill? Bucket trucks

and power poles? GoSEMO Fiber? Likely,

all of those, and maybe you’ve even

thought about the luxury of instantly

powering on your TV or the security of

keeping your deer in your freezer. But,

have you ever considered our investments

in our community? 

     One of the cooperative principles we

live by here at SEMO Electric is Concern

for Community. Though this comes in

many forms, we honor this principle by

giving time and energy to host mobile

food banks, blood drives, safety

demonstrations and participate in

parades. Plus, the Cooperative's Operation

Round Up provides thousands of dollars

to help students continue their education.  
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G I V I N G  B A C K
We are local. We are your neighbors. We engage in the communities we serve. 

 SEMO Electric's Board of Directors voted to begin a fiber-to-the-home initiative in 2017.

The 100% fiber, $52 million project is making people's live better and our communities

stronger. Our fiber technology is high-speed, fiber-fast, reliable and convenient. And because

we are a Missouri electric cooperative, we hold ourselves to a higher service standard.

Internet, HDTV and phone packages are available for members and include free professional

installation and in-home training with unlimited data and no contracts.



Electricity 
     When we say the electricity you receive from SEMO Electric Cooperative is

99.99% reliable, did you know we actually have a formula for calculating that

number? It’s not just a biased assumption! Every year, we track the number of

outages that occurred across our system, how long they lasted and how many

meters were affected by them. We use those numbers to calculate the average

amount of time our members were without power and look for ways to enhance

the system. We are installing enhanced equipment that includes current-

limiting fuses, vacuum reclosers and trip savers to boost system reliability. 

Broadband     
     Even with the Covid-19 pandemic, GoSEMO Fiber's construction process for

all members of SEMO Electric will finish in the spring of 2021. The

Cooperative’s 2,000-mile, 100% fiber network project is ahead of schedule. The

project was approved in March 2017. The fiber build-out was expected to take

60 months, but will be completed in about 53 months. For members who don’t

want to be left behind, enroll now at gosemofiber.com or call 877-430-5418,

option three. We will soon connect our 6,000th subscriber! 

4,675
MILES OF FIBER AND POWER LINES
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     The way we consume electricity has

changed over the years – from powering

just one bulb to charging the family car.

Now, the desire for fast and reliable

broadband services has become essential.

Team SEMO is relentless in its pursuit to

provide outstanding value to members and

subscribers. 

     The biggest factor impacting your bill

(other than how much energy you

consume) is SEMO Electric Cooperative’s

ability to manage costs. These costs fall into

three main categories: wholesale power

costs (roughly half of our overall expenses

go to purchasing wholesale electricity);

controllable costs that the Cooperative can

influence over the short term such as

maintenance projects, vehicles, and

supplies; and, finally, other costs such as

depreciation, taxes, and interest on debt. 
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C O N T R O L L I N G  C O S T S
We are committed to financial stewardship.

SEMO Electric Cooperative's service area is 75 miles both north to south and east to west.

From its humble beginnings with a few lights on a farm homestead, SEMO Electric today

serves thousands of homes, farms and businesses. As part of a three-tier cooperative

system, the power distributed by SEMO Electric is generated by Associated Electric

Cooperative, Inc., based in Springfield, Mo. SEMO Electric receives transmission services

from M & A Electric Power Cooperative based in Poplar Bluff, Mo. 

$20,655,235
WHOLESALE FIBER AND POWER COSTS 

 



     Missouri Governor Mike Parson and First Lady Teresa

Parson visited SEMO Electric Cooperative to announce the

cooperative would receive a $142,000 grant for its GoSEMO

Fiber project. This was the first time a Governor has visited the

Cooperative. The state used federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief

and Economic Security Act money to pay for the broadband

funding. GoSEMO has connected thousands of households

since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic and will soon connect

its 6,000th subscriber. The first official GoSEMO subscriber

was connected on February 16, 2018 in Miner, Mo. 

     As a not-for-profit organization, SEMO Electric has received

minor financial support from outside resources to help build

the $52 million 100% fiber network. The Cooperative should

receive about $10 million (payable over a 10-year period) from

programs administered by the Federal Communications

Commission. The money will be used to pay down debt on the

broadband project. 
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$871,095
TOTAL PROPERTY TAXES PAID 

IN 2020 BY SEMO ELECTRIC

 



CLAYSON ANDERSON
KAREN BARNHART
GINA BEGGS
DYLAN BOSWELL
KENDRA BRYANT
TERRY BUNTING
AMANDA BURNETT
KRISTIN BURTON
ANGIE BYFORD
BEN CAMPBELL
JOSH CARMACK
CHARLA CARRIER
CANDI CHAPPELL
ROGER CLARK
RYAN CONDICT
DANNETT COOPER
DEANNA CROWLEY
PEGGY EVANS
JOHNATHON FREDERICK
CHRIS FREED

BRENDA GARNER
ROBBIE GILMER
DILLON GLASTETTER
JEREMY GRAVIETT
JOHN GRIFFIN
KAREN GRIFFIN
BECKY HAYES
RANDY HICKS
JOE HILL
NATHAN HULL
BECKY IVESTER
HUNTER IVIE
ALEX JACKSON
RYAN JARRETT
JAKE JONES
BRANDON KEESEE
JARED KELLEY 
VICKIE KEMP
BRAD KERN
CHAS KERSEY

TONY MCGOWEN
RAY MCLANE
ANGELA MCLEAN
BRAD MILAM
CALEB MILLER
RON MONTGOMERY
BRITNEY MULCAHY
RHONDA PENNINGTON
CORIE PIKE
TONY POWELL
LOYD RICE
GERARD SCHERER
DANIELLE SHEPARD
MARY SIMMONS
MEGHAN SMITH
ANGIE SWAIN
SEAN VANSLYKE
MARTY VINEYARD
RYAN WISHON
MARLA WOOD
BART ZIEGENHORN

www.gosemofiber .com /  (877)  430-5418  /  Southeast  Missouri

     Team SEMO, the employees that represent SEMO Electric Cooperative and GoSEMO Fiber, is proud to provide

essential services to you. Chances are you don’t think about how we build, repair, and maintain our power or fiber

lines, you only think about the peace of mind that comes from having power or surfing the internet when you need

it. A lot goes into making that happen, whether it’s load controlling, repairing a broken line in the middle of a

thunderstorm, answering questions about your bill or adding new television channels. Team SEMO is on call 24

hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year to serve you in our six-county service area in southeast Missouri. 

     

T H A N K  Y O U !
Team SEMO appreciates the opportunity to deliver essential services to you.
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TEAM SEMO
24/7/365

 

 

 

 

 


